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a royal procession* The former are effective substitutes
at times, but they have at most only a local interest. The
latter, however, is an entirely different matter* The
event is unique, for the centre of attraction is no other
than the people's King and Queen* The event is therefore
national, not merely provincial or local*

Of course, it is not uncommon for the Londoners to
see their King and Queen set out on a journey to visit
an industrial or philanthropic centre* But these occasional
glimpses occur during ordinary days and business hours
when the greater bulk of the population is busy earning
a living by the sweat of their brow* Therefore, the crowd
is just the ordinary street crowd, although the concourse
of spectators is greatly increased if their Majesties are
on their way to open the Houses of Parliament*

The magnet, however, which draws together all classes
of the London community as well as those of other cities,
is the progress of their Majesties through a considerable
section of the metropolis on the day following their solemn
and impressive coronation* On this day all classes of
society declare a national holiday, and one and all are out
on the streets to greet and cheer their new sovereigns*

The route which the royal procession will traverse is
packed with eager spectators* The pavement is a solid
mass of humanity, and all available vantage points on
the roof tops or windows are utilized* Even spacious
shop windows for the display of goods are converted into
grand stands!

Here we get some idea of the psychology of an English
crowd* For the average spectator the pavement is his
or her grand stand* So whoever desires a good place